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We are looking for a Head for the Department of Plant and Environmental Sciences. 
Is this chair right for you? 

 

 
 
The faculty of the PLANT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES DEPARTMENT are recognized 
for their teaching, research, and mentoring. By the numbers: 
 

1 faculty member holds the Fernandez Chair of Crop Production 
 

2 faculty are Regents Professors (we are the only department in the college with more than 1) 
 

3 faculty members are Fellows in their respective societies 
 

7 faculty members have received outstanding research awards 
 

8 degrees sought by our students (3 undergraduate [Agriculture, Environmental Sciences, 
Genetics] and 5 graduate [Horticulture-M.S., Plant & Environmental Sciences-M.S. & Ph.D., 
Molecular Biology-M.S. & Ph.D.]) 
 

11 faculty have received outstanding teaching awards (including university and society awards) 
 

30 faculty members (26 tenure track, 4 college rank); plus 7 with joint appointments 
 

55 graduate students are advised by our faculty 
 

70 Peace Corps Fellows programs count our department among them 
 

100 universities rank with us as a ‘best buy’ by several national publications 
 

128 undergraduate students are advised by our faculty 
 

3,388,000 dollars in grants obtained by our faculty for 2009 
 

 

Benefits of leading the PES department:  COUNTLESS! 
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TITLE: Professor and Head of the Department of Plant and Environmental Sciences, 12-month, tenure 
track, NMSU #2009007859 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: We are searching for candidates with vision, energy, and enthusiasm to provide 
innovative dynamic leadership to the department’s teaching, research, and service activities. Candidates 
must have attained the rank of Professor or equivalent with a doctorate in agronomy, horticulture, soil 
science or related field. Candidates must provide evidence of leadership including team-building skills, 
strong interpersonal and communication skills, and administrative experience. Candidates must have 
demonstrated the ability to recruit and mentor students from diverse cultures and recruit and mentor 
diverse faculty. Experience in fiscal and personnel management is crucial. Leadership skills to promote 
the department to the college, university, industry, granting agencies, government, and clientele are 
essential. Candidates must understand and have a strong commitment to the Land-Grant mission. 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES: The department head is responsible for all aspects of administration including 
fiscal management, developing and maintaining departmental facilities, faculty and program evaluations, 
and administering teaching, research and service programs at the main campus and several off campus 
locations. The department head is expected to exert visionary and effective leadership while fostering 
working relationships among faculty, staff, and off campus facilities to accomplish department goals.  A 
commitment to strengthening support for teaching, research, and service is essential. The department 
head represents and serves as an advocate for the department and reports directly to the Dean/Chief 
Administrative Officer of the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences. 
 
DEPARTMENT DESCRIPTION: New Mexico State University is a Land-Grant, NASA Space-Grant, 
Carnegie Doctoral/Research-Extensive, Hispanic Serving Institution (federal designation) with 
approximately 13,405 undergraduates and 3,321 graduate students on the main campus. The 
Department of Plant and Environmental Sciences is the leading department in the college with respect to 
extramural funding ($3-4 million/year) and number of graduate students (60). About 29 faculty, both on 
and off campus, plus a large number of PhD level research associates and technical staff (about 25) 
assist in the research effort. The department is housed in a state-of-the-art teaching and research facility 
that is less than 10 years old. The department offers a B.S. in Agriculture (79 students majoring in 
Agronomy, Horticulture, Soils or Turf), B.S. in Environmental Science (40 students, interdisciplinary), 
B.S. in Genetics, M.S. in Horticulture, and M.S. and Ph.D. in Plant and Environmental Sciences.  
Campus teaching and research emphasize urban horticulture, plant genetic improvement, and 
soil/environmental sciences. Off campus research includes traditional cropping systems, sustainable 
agriculture, forestry, reclamation, waste management, and other areas. More information on NMSU, The 
College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, and the Department of Plant and 
Environmental Sciences can be found at http://www.nmsu.edu/, http://aces.nmsu.edu/, and 
http://aces.nmsu.edu/academics/pes/index.html. 
 
BENEFITS: New Mexico Educational Retirement, Social Security, Unemployment and Worker’s 
Compensation, Annual and Sick Leave, Group Medical and Hospital Insurance and Live Insurance. 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Submit no later than Nov 30, 2009 or until a suitable candidate is found: 

• letter of application,  
• statement of administrative goals and philosophy,  
• detailed curriculum vita (unofficial transcripts), and  
• five letters of reference  

 
Mail to: Dr. Mary O’Connell, Department of Plant & Environmental Sciences, Box 30003 MSC 3Q, New 
Mexico State University, Las Cruces, NM 88003-0003. voice (575) 646-3406; fax (575) 646-6041; 
mailto:esramire@nmsu.edu 


